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Nonesuch Releases John Adams Retrospective, Hallelujah Junction, October 7

Double-disc album is companion to composer’s memoir and includes highlights from his four-decade career

“John Adams may be the most eloquent and vital composer in America. If you had to sum up his music in a single metaphor, you might say it sounds like Highway 1… a cut-up paradise, a sequence of familiar elements arranged in unfamiliar ways.”

—The New Yorker

Nonesuch releases Hallelujah Junction, a two-disc retrospective of Pulitzer Prize–winning composer John Adams’ best-known works, on October 7, 2008. The album serves as a companion piece to his first book—a memoir of the same title that will be released simultaneously; Farrar, Straus and Giroux’s Hallelujah Junction: Composing an American Life details Adams’ youth, education, and emergence as one of the leading artists of our time. (The title comes from a small truck stop on Highway 49 in the High Sierras, near where Adams has a cabin, and also is the name of an Adams work for two pianos.)

This is the second collection of Adams’ works on Nonesuch; The John Adams Earbox was released in 1999. Hallelujah Junction includes excerpts from previously released recordings of his chamber music, orchestral pieces, concerti, vocal works, and operas:

Disc 1
1.
Harmonielehre – Part 1

2.
Shaker Loops: I. Shaking and Trembling 

3.
Harmonium: III. Wild Nights 

4.
Nixon in China: Act I, Scene 3 (“Ladies and Gentlemen”)

5.
Nixon in China: Act I, Scene 3 (“Mr. Premier”)

6.
Nixon in China: Act I, Scene 3 (Cheers)

7.
Chamber Symphony: Mongrel Airs 

8.
Gnarly Buttons: III. Put Your Loving Arms around Me 

9. 
Hoodoo Zephyr 

 

Disc 2

1. 
The Death of Klinghoffer: Palestinian Chorus 

2.
The Death of Klinghoffer: Exiled Jews Chorus 

3.
I Was Looking at the Ceiling…: Este Pais 

4.
Violin Concerto: III. 

5.
Naïve and Sentimental Music: III. Chain to the Rhythm 

6.
El Niño: The Babe Leaped in Her Womb 

7.
El Niño: Magnificat 

8.
A Flowering Tree: Act II, Scene 4, Kumudha and the Beggar Minstrels (excerpt)

9.
The Dharma at Big Sur:  Part 1
The fall of 2008 will be a busy one for John Adams. In addition to the October releases of his Farrar, Straus and Giroux memoir and its companion record, Nonesuch releases his latest opera, A Flowering Tree, on September 23. Later in October, Adams’ acclaimed opera Doctor Atomic will be making its New York premiere in a new production at the Metropolitan Opera—marking the first time the composer’s work will be presented at the esteemed opera house. 

For more information about Hallelujah Junction or A Flowering Tree, visit http://publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records

212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com


For more information about the Hallelujah Junction book, contact:

Matt Kaye, Farrar, Straus and Giroux

212.206.5306 or matt.kaye@fsgbooks.com

For more information about Doctor Atomic, contact:

Peter Clark, Metropolitan Opera

212.870.7457 or pclark@metopera.org
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