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Nonesuch Records Releases Gidon Kremer’s

Mozart: The Complete Violin Concertos July 21

Two-disc set was recorded live at the Salzburg Festival 

with Kremerata Baltica Chamber Orchestra

“The marvel of Kremer and his spectacular ensemble is the thrilling way they put (it) all together. They are utterly alive to the possibilities in the scores. They make every tiny detail stand out; they play with an overpowering sense of joy…And they are deep…Kremer can play these days both like a violinist possessed…or like a virtuoso in a second youth...” 

—Los Angeles Times
Nonesuch Records releases Grammy Award–winning violinist Gidon Kremer’s recording of all five Mozart violin concertos on July 21. Recorded at Austria’s Salzburg Festival during one marathon performance in the Haus für Mozart, the album features the Kremerata Baltica Chamber Orchestra, whose 28 young members were handpicked by Kremer himself. This is a revisiting of the works for the violinist, who recorded the concertos more than 20 years ago with Nikolaus Harnoncourt and the Vienna Philharmonic.

Following Kremer’s performance of the complete Mozart violin concertos at Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart 2006, the New York Times praised “his ability to make a work, however familiar, entirely his own, dissimilar in most important details from the way other violinists play it, yet fully within both the spirit and letter of the score.” This two-disc set captures their performance of the concertos in Salzburg two days later.

Robert D. Levin composed all cadenzas played on Mozart: The Complete Violin Concertos especially for Kremer. The album continues the violinist’s close association with the composer’s works. In 2001, Nonesuch released Kremer’s After Mozart, which received a Grammy for Best Small Ensemble Performance. After Mozart features not only the music of W.A. Mozart (and his father, Leopold), but also three contemporary works inspired by the composer. After Mozart is an attempt, in Kremer’s words, to “set Mozart in the frame of our own time.”  

The Los Angeles Times has described Kremerata Baltica as “extraordinary young players...they animate everything their bows touch...” The group was founded by Gidon Kremer in 1996 and is composed of a group of young musicians from the three Baltic States. They first performed in Riga, Latvia, in February 1996 and have since toured throughout the world. Kremer, who is the group’s artistic director, described the Kremerata Baltica, in an interview with the New York Times, as “a musical democracy...open-minded, self-critical, a continuation of my musical spirit.”

For this recording, Gidon Kremer played his recently acquired Nicolò Amati violin, dated 1641.  

For more information, please visit http://publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com

Nonesuch Records, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104
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