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Nonesuch Releases Timothy Andres’ label debut, Shy and Mighty, May 18

Album’s 10 pieces feature piano soloist David Kaplan 
In his music, you can hear a lot of composers and other music Andres likes…But Andres is not a collage artist; from these diverse sources emerges something personal and urgent, full of feeling, even conflicting feelings; the tender and the caustic are never far away from each other.”—Boston Globe

Nonesuch releases composer/pianist Timothy (Timo) Andres’ Shy and Mighty on May 18, 2010. Comprising 10 interrelated piano pieces, Shy and Mighty is performed by Andres and pianist David Kaplan. This is the first recording of the work, and also Andres’ recording debut. The album is available for pre-order at nonesuch.com now. 

Andres was an undergraduate at Yale University when critics and fellow composers began to take notice of his skills as both writer and pianist. Last spring John Adams showcased Andres in a young performers concert he curated for the Los Angeles Philharmonic that received critical praise. The New Yorker’s Alex Ross recently said of him: “Just twenty-four, Andres first drew notice as an undergraduate, his student pieces hinting at a formidable imagination. ‘Shy and Mighty’ is the kind of sprawling, brazen work that a young composer should write… Nothing is harder for a young composer than to find an individual voice. Andres is on his way: more mighty than shy, he sounds like himself.”  


Though steeped in the classical canon, Andres has expressed his admiration for a range of artists, like Radiohead, Brian Eno, Múm, Sigur Rós, Wolf Parade, Arcade Fire, LCD Soundsystem, Olivia Tremor Control, and Boards of Canada. His classical influences include John Adams, Charles Ives, György Ligeti, and his former teachers, Ingram Marshall and Martin Bresnick.

While each track stands on its own, Andres conceived of Shy and Mighty as an album-length work. As Andres says in the album’s liner notes: “When I sat down to write Shy and Mighty, this was very clearly my goal for it—that I would write an album for two pianos. I was very focused on the recorded medium—even though this is obviously something that works live, that was somehow secondary. The two albums that really did it for me were Olivia Tremor Control’s Black Foliage and Boards of Canada’s Music Has the Right to Children, both of which are structured in a similar way… larger set pieces and little transitional things in between. And that’s what I set out to do—I didn’t end up writing too many miniatures, but that was the idea, anyway.”

Upcoming New York City concerts include a Wordless Music performance of Shy and Mighty at (le) poisson rouge on Monday, May 17 (http://wordlessmusic.org/) and two Home Stretch concerts with Metropolis Ensemble on Thursday, May 20 featuring Andres’ compositions alongside two composers who have inspired his style: W.A. Mozart and Brian Eno (http://metropolisensemble.org). 

For more information, visit http://publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records

212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com
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