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Nonesuch Records Releases Steve Reich’s You Are (Variations) and Cello Counterpoint, September 27

Latest works by Reich feature Los Angeles Master Chorale, led by Grant Gershon, and Maya Beiser

Nonesuch releases a recording of two recent works by Steve ReichYou Are (Variations) (2004) and Cello Counterpoint (2003)on September 27, 2005. Grant Gershon conducts the Los Angeles Master Chorale on You Are (Variations); Gershon and the Chorale premiered the work last year at Disney Hall. Maya Beiser plays Cello Counterpoint, which she premiered at Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall in 2003.

The four movements/texts of You Are (Variations) are: “You are wherever your thoughts are,” “Shiviti Hashem L’negdi” (“I place the Eternal before me”)” “Explanations come to an end somewhere,” and “Ehmor m’aht, v’ahsay harbay (Say little and do much).” The first text is an English translation from the late eighteenth century Hasidic mystic Rabbi Nachman of Breslov. The quote is from his “Likutey Moharan” I:21. The second text is from Psalm 16 in the original Hebrew, and the third is an English translation from the German of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations. The fourth quote is from Pirke Avot, one of the earliest parts of the Talmud and by far its most popular tractate. 

The Los Angeles Times calls You Are (Variations), “A masterpiece...What is so impressive is the way Reich has written through that sharp, hard-hitting sound, written through the pithy texts, to achieve music that feels as if we are watching (hearing) music bloom to fill not just the room but the consciousness,” The piece is scored for three sopranos, one alto, and two tenors with two flutes, oboe, English horn, three B-flat clarinets, four pianos, two marimbas, two vibraphones, and strings. The piece was co-commissioned by the Los Angeles Master Chorale, Lincoln Center, and the Friends of the Ensemble Modern. The Los Angeles Master Chorale’s performance is made possible by a generous grant from The Ahmanson Foundation in Los Angeles, California.  
Cello Counterpoint is scored for eight cellos and can be played by a soloist with the other seven parts pre-recorded, as it was by Maya Beiser on this CD, or by a cello octet. It is in three movements: fast, slow, fast. The piece was co-commissioned by the Koussevitzky Foundation in the Library of Congress, the Royal Conservatory in The Hague, and Leiden University for cellist Maya Beiser. The New York Times says, “Cello Counterpoint…is abuzz with undulant rhythmic syncopations and spiraling counterpoint.”

Steve Reich was recently called “America’s greatest living composer” by The Village Voice, “the most original musical thinker of our time” by The New Yorker, and “among the great composers of the century” by The New York Times. From his early taped speech pieces It’s Gonna Rain (1965) and Come Out (1966) to his and video artist Beryl Korot’s digital video opera Three Tales (2002), Reich’s path has embraced not only aspects of Western Classical music, but the structures, harmonies, and rhythms of non-Western and American vernacular music, particularly jazz. “There’s just a handful of living composers who can legitimately claim to have altered the direction of musical history and Steve Reich is one of them,” states The Guardian (London). Reich’s 70th birthday will be celebrated next year with performances at major performing arts institutions in New York, Los Angeles, and London (updates and further details to be announced). 
Los Angeles Master Chorale celebrates its 42nd Anniversary this year: its third season at Walt Disney Concert Hall. Recognized as one of Los Angeles’ cultural treasures, the Chorale has received accolades for its innovative programming and its commitment to commissioning new works. In June 2003, the Master Chorale received the prestigious ASCAP/Chorus America Award for Adventurous Programming. 

Cellist Maya Beiser has expanded the traditional boundaries of her instrument, reaching beyond interpretation of the classical repertoire to a variety of genres and influences: Eastern, Western, South American folk music, jazz, and even rock. Formerly the cellist for the Bang On A Can All Stars, Beiser has received critical acclaim for her solo performances and recordings. She has commissioned and collaborated with many renowned musicians, including Louis Andriessen, Brian Eno, Philip Glass, Osvaldo Golijov, David Lang, Michael Gordon, Meredith Monk, Julia Wolfe, and Trent Reznor.

For further information, please visit www.nonesuch.com or www.stevereich.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records

melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com or 212.707.2912
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