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JOSHUA REDMAN MAKES NONESUCH DEBUT 
WITH TWO NEW RECORDS

SFJAZZ COLLECTIVE’S FIRST COMMERCIAL ALBUM AND
THE JOSHUA REDMAN ELASTIC BAND’S MOMENTUM TO BE RELEASED MAY 24
SF JAZZ COLLECTIVE BEGINS U.S. TOUR MARCH 17 ON THE WEST COAST; 
THE JOSHUA REDMAN ELASTIC BAND TOUR TBA
Saxophonist, composer, and bandleader Joshua Redman—whom The Los Angeles Times has called “one of the most vital figures in jazz of the new century”—moves to Nonesuch with two new records this spring. Nonesuch Records will release two albums that demonstrate the breadth of Redman’s current musical endeavors on May 24: SFJAZZ Collective, an acoustic record featuring Redman with the all-star band he created with the San Francisco Jazz Organization (SFJAZZ), and The Joshua Redman Elastic Band’s Momentum, the second recording from his electric ensemble. In advance of the releases, he will tour the U.S. with the 2005 lineup of the SFJAZZ Collective beginning March 17; please see reverse side for a full itinerary.

Following years of residence in New York City, Redman returned in 2002 to his native California, where he began collaborating with SFJAZZ eventually becoming the non-profit organization’s Spring Season Artistic Director. Redman and SFJAZZ Executive Director Randall Kline had an idea that The New York Times called a “eureka moment”: the creation of a collective of musicians distinguished not just by virtuosity, but by a unique primary emphasis on composition. The group, inaugurated in 2004, consists of a changing cast of accomplished musicians, each of whom is required to compose a piece of music that can be further developed in collaboration with the collective. The live performances are divided into two parts: The first is dedicated to the music of a modern composer—Ornette Coleman in 2004, John Coltrane in 2005—while the second consists of music by the Collective. 

The SFJAZZ Collective album comprises recordings from the Collective’s acclaimed first series of live performances in 2004, which included a residency in San Francisco and a handful of additional shows throughout California. The 2004 Collective included vibraphonist Bobby Hutcherson, saxophonist Miguel Zenón, trumpeter Nicholas Payton, pianist Renee Rosnes, trombonist Josh Roseman, bassist Robert Hurst, and drummer Brian Blade. The album’s seven tracks feature compositions by Hutcherson, Zenón, Redman, and Rosnes, as well as three by Ornette Coleman. 

The 2005 SF JAZZ Collective, which begins a nationwide tour this month, consists of Joshua Redman (saxophone), Bobby Hutcherson (vibes), Miguel Zenón (saxophone) Nicholas Payton (trumpet), Renee Rosnes (piano), Isaac Smith (trombone), Matt Penman (bass), Eric Harland (drums).

Momentum is the second album from The Joshua Redman Elastic Band. At this group’s core is Redman’s ongoing collaboration with Sam Yahel, with whom Redman began composing, performing, and—with Brian Blades on drums—recording in 2002. Playing with Jeff Ballard on drums, Redman and Yahel have performed live in several major U.S. cities. A Los Angeles Times review said, “It’s no mystery that samplers, sequencers and rhythm machines can produce remarkable results in the hands of performers with minimal musical skills. Would artists such as Redman, keyboardist Sam Yahel and drummer Jeff Ballard find something richer, deeper, darker? The answer is yes.” Redman and Yahel worked together to create Redman’s album Elastic, as well as a recording released the same year under the moniker Yaya3. Like these previous forays, and this time with a diverse cast of players, Momentum draws upon rock, funk, and other groove-based musical elements, augmenting Redman’s saxophone improvisation with various electric effects and instruments. 

The twelve-track album includes interpretations of songs by Sheryl Crow, Led Zeppelin, and Ornette Coleman—in addition to material composed by Redman and his Elastic Band counterparts—and features performances by drummer Jeff Ballard, vibraphonist Stefon Harris, trumpeter Nicholas Payton, and guitarists Jeff Parker, Eric Krasno, Kurt Rosenwinkel and Peter Bernstein. Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist Flea plays on three of the album’s tracks, Michelle N’Degeocello plays bass on Redman’s composition “Greasy G,” and ?uestlove of The Roots joins Redman on drums for “Put It in Your Pocket.”

Nonesuch President Bob Hurwitz has expressed his enthusiasm about Redman and the new albums. “It’s our great fortune to begin our relationship with Joshua Redman, especially at this particular moment,” says Hurwitz. “While Josh has over the last decade established himself as one of the most important jazz artists of his time, our relationship is starting at a time when he is exploring two quite distinct areas of music, both of which draw upon his past and point towards the future. We are equally excited about both albums and both directions, and look forward to many great things in the future.”

SFJAZZ Collective 2005 Tour

March 17
Carmel, CA
Sunset Center

March 18
Napa, CA
Napa Valley Opera House

March 19
San Francisco, CA
Nob Hill Masonic Center

March 23
Mountain View, CA
Mountain View PAC

March 25
New York, NY
Jazz at Lincoln Center

March 26
New York, NY
Jazz at Lincoln Center

March 27
Savannah, GA
Savannah Music Festival

March 29
Newport, KY
Coconut Grove

March 31
Louisville, KY
Kentucky Center for the Arts

April 1
Chicago, IL
Chicago Symphony Center

April 6
Stockton, CA
Univ. of the Pacific/Brubeck Inst.

April 8
Los Angeles, CA
LA Phil. at Walt Disney Hall

April 9
Santa Barbara, CA
UC Santa Barbara

For more information please contact Blake Zidell or Carla Sacks at
Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, blake@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com, 
or Melissa Cusick at Nonesuch Records, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com.
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