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For Immediate Release






               
     August 16, 2002
ORCHESTRA BAOBAB REUNITES AFTER 15 YEARS
FOR SPECIALIST IN ALL STYLES 
OUT OCTOBER 8
ON WORLD CIRCUIT/NONESUCH RECORDS 

NEW ALBUM FOLLOWS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL SUMMER U.S. TOUR

Orchestra Baobab has reunited after a fifteen-year hiatus to record Specialist in All Styles, which World Circuit/Nonesuch Records will release October 8. The new album builds on the success of their recently reissued 1982 landmark, Pirates Choice and the summer U.S. tour they just completed.  

Co-produced by Youssou N’Dour and Nick Gold, Specialist in All Styles features the unique Afro-Cuban blend that characterizes Orchestra Baobab’s sound. The album features many of the group’s original members, including vocalists Balla Sidibe and Rudy Gomis, saxophonist Issa Cissoko, and guitarist Barthelemy Atisso. A remake of the Cuban classic “El Son Te Llama” is sung by Medoune Diallo, a Pirates Choice vocalist. Another highlight is a poignant version of the ballad “Utrus Horas,” on which the group is joined by Youssou N’Dour and Ibrahim Ferrer.
Orchestra Baobab formed in Dakar in 1970, when Baro N’Diaye and Sidathe Ly assembled an all-star cast of players to perform weekly at the Baobab Club, an intimate meeting spot for Senegalese government officials. Orchestra Baobab was soon playing nightly to sold-out crowds.

Hailed as a world music classic, the group’s Pirates Choice was recently re-released by World Circuit/Nonesuch to critical acclaim. It received four stars in Rolling Stone and a grade A Entertainment Weekly review, in which Will Hermes calls it “a perfect album.” Robert Christgau of the Village Voice writes that “no African band has ever emulated a New World music as gracefully as this Cuban-style unit.” 

For more information please contact Blake Zidell or Carla Sacks at
Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, blake@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.
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