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For Immediate Release
August 5, 2003

THE RANDY NEWMAN SONGBOOK EXPLORES THE CELEBRATED SONGWRITER’S WORK WITH 
FIRST-EVER SOLO STUDIO RECORDINGS

FIRST OF THREE VOLUMES WILL BE RELEASED SEPTEMBER 30 

Throughout the first three decades of his career, Randy Newman has made music that is at once poignant and playful, tragic and comic, nostalgic and contemporary. Bridging the various styles that comprise the last century of American music—rhythm & blues, ragtime, jazz, rock & roll— he echoes Irving Berlin as much as the Beatles, Fats Domino as much as Dylan. For The Randy Newman Songbook, which Nonesuch Records will release in three volumes, Newman has taken a fresh look at both classic and more recent work in new solo recordings of his celebrated songs. The first is due out September 30.

Songbook Vol. 1 is produced by Mitchell Froom and unfolds with the fluidity and coherence of a live show, with songs complemented by occasional instrumental interludes. Prefaced by a brief solo piano introduction, the album opens with the signature Newman song, “It’s Lonely At the Top,” followed by another, “God’s Song (That’s Why I Love Mankind).” Both of these are drawn from Newman’s 1972 album Sail Away, which is widely regarded as one of his finest. In addition to other early classics—including “I Think It’s Going to Rain Today,” from his first album, and Good Old Boys standouts “Louisiana 1927,” “Rednecks” and “Marie”—Vol. 1 features several recent compositions, including “The World Isn’t Fair” and “The Great Nations of Europe,” from the acclaimed 1999 release Bad Love.

On the Songbook recordings, Newman seamlessly weaves in excerpts from his numerous film scores, for which he has received fourteen Oscar nominations, and, in 2002, an Academy Award. Vol. 1 features the Toy Story instrumental “When She Loved Me” and closes with “Ragtime,” the theme song he penned for his first movie soundtrack—the Milos Forman film of the same name. 

The Songbook is Newman’s first Nonesuch Records release. Nonesuch signed Newman in late 2001 and is also planning to release his next album of new material. President Robert Hurwitz has expressed the label’s sentiment about the new relationship: “American music has been blessed by a few artists who can be called ‘originals.’ Randy is surely one of those and we are honored that he has chosen to be associated with us.” 
For more information please contact Carla Sacks or Krista Williams at
Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, carla@sacksco.com or krista@sacksco.com.
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