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Nonesuch Releases Youssou N’Dour’s Egypt on June 8

N’Dour combines his native Senegalese traditions with Egyptian and Arabic 

sounds in this musical exploration of Islamic Sufism

U.S. tour begins June 27 and includes return of

Great African Ball at New York’s Roseland

“N'Dour has produced his most interesting music in years with this, his most personal project to date.”

—Observer Music Magazine (U.K.)

Nonesuch Records releases Youssou N’Dour’s Egypt on June 8, 2004. While N’Dour’s international releases have always combined Senegalese musical traditions with outside sources of inspiration, Egypt takes a fresh approach; on this album, the rhythms and melodies of Senegal drive arrangements featuring Egyptian and Arabian orchestral sounds. Featuring traditional musicians in Dakar and in Cairo, Egypt is N’Dour’s lyrical celebration of Senegal’s Muslim mystical culture of Sufism. Egypt’s lyrics demonstrate a distinctly Senegalese way of Islam, and of Sufi thought and practice, with references to venerated caliphs, saints, and sages.
Muslim life in Senegal is centered in the country’s Sufi communities, which have adapted to the modern rhythms of post-independence Africa. N’Dour, who sought to explore the links between his homeland’s religious beliefs and that of Muslims in Egypt and the Middle East, has explained that Egypt is an album that “praises the tolerance of my religion”—a religion that in recent times has come to be both misunderstood and misinterpreted by commentators and adherents alike. 

The New York Times recently called N’Dour “one of the world’s greatest singers,” and has described his voice as an “arresting tenor, a supple weapon deployed with prophetic authority.” Renowned for his remarkable range and poise and for his prodigious musical intelligence as a writer, bandleader, and producer, N’Dour absorbs the entire Senegalese musical spectrum in his work, often filtering this through the lens of genre-defying rock or pop music from outside his culture. N’Dour has made mbalax—a blend of Senegal’s traditional griot percussion and praise-singing with Afro-Cuban music—famous throughout the world during more than twenty years of recording and touring outside of Senegal with his band, The Super Etoile.

N’Dour will tour the U.S. this summer (dates below).

	6/27/04
	Saratoga Springs, NY
	Saratoga Performing Arts Center

	6/28/04
	New York, NY
	Joe’s Pub

	6/30/04
	Glenside, PA
	Keswick Theater

	7/1/04
	Washington, DC
	Lisner Auditorium

	7/2/04
	Raleigh, NC
	North Carolina Museum of Art

	7/3/04
	Atlanta, GA
	Dekalb Center

	7/4/04
	Detroit, MI
	Majestic Theater

	7/8/04
	Cranston, RI
	Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet

	7/9/04
	New York, NY
	Great African Ball: Roseland

	7/13/04
	San Diego, CA
	Humphreys Concerts By The Bay


	7/14/04
	Los Angeles, CA
	Henry Fonda Theatre

	7/15/04
	San Luis Obispo, CA
	Christopher Cohan Center

	7/16/04
	Santa Cruz, CA
	Rio Theatre

	7/17/04
	Grass Valley, CA
	California WorldFest

	7/18/04
	San Francisco, CA
	Sigmund Stern Grove

	7/20/04
	Roseburg, OR
	Stewart Park On The River

	7/22/04
	Portland, OR
	Oregon Zoo Amphitheater

	7/23/04
	Seattle, WA
	Paramount Theater

	7/24/04
	Boulder, CO
	Chautauqua Park


For more information, visit www.nonesuch.com, or contact:

Melissa Cusick, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com

Nonesuch Records, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104
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