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August 23, 2002

YOUSSOU N'DOUR'S forthcoming RELEASE

Nothing’s in vain (Coono du Réér)

 IS first worldwide release for Nonesuch Records
“The world's greatest pop vocalist…"





Robert Christgau, The Village VOICE
The forthcoming release of Youssou N’Dour’s Nothing’s In Vain (Coono du réér) on October 22, 2002 not only marks the follow-up to his critically acclaimed Nonesuch U.S. debut Joko (The Link), it also inaugurates a recently signed worldwide deal with Nonesuch Records.

Named "African Artist of the Century" by the British publication fRoots, N'Dour's newest release is the product of eighteen months of work in his own studio in the Senegalese capital of Dakar. The recording emphasizes traditional colors and rhythms culled from diverse traditions in Senegalese popular music-- a particularly affecting setting for N'Dour's supple and inimitable tenor voice. 

Youssou, in speaking about the album [which he produced himself along with longtime Super Etoile musical director and bassist, Habib Faye], says, “One of the things I set out to do was to surround my singing with very traditional Senegalese instrumentation, but played in non-traditional arrangements…It was great to pull the traditional players – xalam players Thiama Sy and Barou Sall, kora player Edouard Manga, riti player Mbaye Ndiaye and, on balafon, Al-Seyni Camara –  into the studio with Habib and my usual unit. Nothing’s In Vain is, for me, a reflective album.  But I think it is as many parts hopeful – and even cheerful – as it is somber. Like love itself.”
Over the course of more than twenty years of recording and concertizing throughout Africa, Europe and more recently the US, Youssou N’Dour and his Super Etoile have brought mbalax, an explosive brand of Senegalese rock, to an ever-growing legion of fans. While this has generated international recognition and critical acclaim for he and the band, Youssou N'Dour's rootedness in Senegalese music and storytelling remains the hallmark of his artistic personality. 

At Youssou’s annual Great African Ball this spring, an array of African New Yorkers from dozens of countries became N'Dour's co-stars in an evening that highlighted not only the musical tradition of Senegal, but the food and fashions as well. The 5-hour performances, reminiscent of the shows N’Dour and the Super Etoile play at the legendary Thiossane nightclub in Dakar, served to guide revelers through a musical landscape both timeless and urgent. A return to the US is set for spring 2003, with dates throughout the country.

ALBUM RELEASE DATE: October 22, 2002
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