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Nonesuch Releases Youssou N’Dour’s

Music from the Motion Picture “I Bring What I Love” on January 26

Album features music from film documenting N’Dour’s Egypt record and world tour

“With audacity and grace, humility and confident conviction, Mr. N’Dour has made one of the most important albums of his long career: a profession of Islamic faith that also transforms his music. At a time when the Western image of Islam is often a monolithic one of fundamentalism and violence, Mr. N’Dour has offered a thoughtful, quietly radiant corrective.”–New York Times

Nonesuch releases the soundtrack from the critically acclaimed documentary about Senegalese singer/songwriter/humanitarian Youssou N’Dour, I Bring What I Love, on January 26, 2010. The album features recordings of music from throughout N’Dour’s career as well as two new songs—including the documentary’s title theme, written by N’Dour, Martin Davich, and the film’s composer James Newton Howard—and “Yonnent” (“The Messenger”), a moving duet with Moustapha Mbaye, known in Senegal as “the Prophet’s Griot.” The film, directed by Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi, documents the recording, promoting, and touring of N’Dour’s Grammy Award–winning 2004 Nonesuch album, Egypt. Oscilloscope Laboratories will release the film on DVD in early 2010.
N’Dour collaborated with Egyptian composer Fathy Salama on Egypt, which comprises music praising the major figures of Senegalese Sufi Islam. The album was met with worldwide critical acclaim yet lambasted in Senegal, where it was seen as blasphemous for a pop star to sing of such sacred things. Public sentiment in the artist’s home country changed, however, when the album was awarded the 2005 Grammy for best Contemporary World Music Album—a first for both N’Dour and Senegal.

Award-winning filmmaker Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi was on hand for the duration of this turbulent period of N’Dour’s career, documenting the singer’s personal, musical, and spiritual journey. Vasarehelyi was first inspired by the power of N’Dour’s music and message. “I was drawn most of all to the hope Youssou creates,” she said, continuing, “Although his is one of the most popular voices coming out of Africa, many people around the world still don’t know his work. So I wanted to make a film that would illuminate Youssou’s life and his message for others to discover.”

The resulting film, Youssou N’Dour: I Bring What I Love, was premiered at the 2008 Toronto International Film Festival to rave reviews. Now magazine called it “brilliant,” praising Vasarhelyi’s “ability to keep a tight grip on the narrative through many turns without losing sight of the central figure or the essential human element,” while Rolling Stone dubbed it one of five essential rock movies at the Toronto International Film Festival.

A key element of Youssou N’Dour: I Bring What I Love is the music itself. The Washington Post remarked that, within the film, “the most powerful element is N’Dour’s lone voice, a thing of high, pure beauty that feels at once ancient and new.” The Chicago Tribune agreed, saying “N’Dour’s piercing brilliance as a singer, and the irresistible Afro-Caribbean beat of his band’s compositions, bring the issues home.” 

For more information, visit https://publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records

1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104

melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com or 212.707.2912
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