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For Immediate Release
February 7, 2012

GRAMMY-WINNING CAROLINA CHOCOLATE DROPS
SET FOR THIRD FULL LENGTH ALBUM

LEAVING EDEN, PRODUCED BY BUDDY MILLER, 

DUE FEBRUARY 28 ON NONESUCH RECORDS 

“Old-time music never sounded so current.” —Los Angeles Times
“Everything old is new again for the Carolina Chocolate Drops, the dazzlingly eclectic roots-music outfit...You just don't see a lot of old-time string bands mix in hip-hop with the bones, jugs, fiddles, kazoos and banjos.”
—Dallas Morning News

North Carolina–based Carolina Chocolate Drops follow up their critically lauded label debut—2010’s Grammy Award–winning Genuine Negro Jig, which reached #1 on the Billboard Bluegrass Chart and #2 on the Billboard Heatseekers and Folk Charts—with Leaving Eden, due February 28 on Nonesuch Records. The group returns with a record of original compositions, covers, and traditional songs produced by Buddy Miller (Emmylou Harris, Robert Plant, Patty Griffin, Solomon Burke). The album is available for pre-order now at nonesuch.com and carolinachocolatedrops.com, where a download of the track “Country Girl” is included and the first 300 CDs will be signed by the band. Carolina Chocolate Drops will tour the US throughout the winter and spring (dates on reverse).

With Leaving Eden the Carolina Chocolate Drops’ founding members Dom Flemons and Rhiannon Giddens expand their lineup to include multi-instrumentalist Hubby Jenkins; during their live sets the members share singing duties and swap instruments regularly. (Cellist Leyla McCalla also joins the band on the record and on their upcoming tour.)

The Drops have toured year-round internationally since the band’s inception, playing festivals such as Bonnaroo, SXSW, and Telluride and selling out concert halls and clubs. The band regularly receives critical accolades from publications such as the Seattle Times, which said “What a treat to bask in this Grammy-winning group’s top-notch musicality, easy good humor and understated but sparkling showmanship with just the right dollop of historical background.” And the Capital Times (Madison, WI) said, “The string band performed a joyful, high-energy show that had the packed, sweaty theater moving and cheering for the entire time. The band’s sound is rooted in, and very reverent to, the traditional African-American string band sound of generations ago. But the attitude is anything but old-timey, as the band brought in hip-hop and soul elements, a no-holds-barred energy, and just a sense of playfulness to the songs.”
For more information, please contact Joe Cohen, Krista Williams or Carla Sacks
at Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, joe.cohen@sacksco.com, krista@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.

CAROLINA CHOCOLATE DROPS

US TOUR

February 7
Butcher Auditorium
Madisonville, TN
February 9
Henderson Fine Arts Center
Henderson, KY
February 17
Monmouth University
West Long Branch, NJ
February 18
Library of Congress
Washington, DC
February 19
Ruby Diamond Auditorium
Tallahassee, FL
February 20
Ruby Diamond Auditorium
Tallahassee, FL
February 23
Clifton Center
Louisville, KY
February 24
Buskirk-Chumley Theater
Bloomington, IN
February 25
Earlham College
Richmond, IN
February 26
Stuart’s Opera House
Nelsonville, OH
February 28
Strand-Capitol Performing Arts Center
York, PA
March 2
Schimmel Center for the Arts
New York, NY
March 3
Berklee Performance Center
Boston, MA
March 4
Narrows Center for the Arts
Fall River, MA
March 7
Infinity Hall
Norfolk, CT
March 8
Strand Theatre
Rockland, ME
March 9
Stone Mountain Arts Center
Brownfield, ME
March 10
Stone Mountain Arts Center
Brownfield, ME
April 3
Vagabond Blues
Palmer, AK
April 4
Wendy Williamson Auditorium
Anchorage, AK
April 6
UCLA Live
Los Angeles, CA
April 11
Simms Auditorium
Albuquerque, NM
April 15
McDowell Mountain Music
Phoenix, AZ
April 28
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Fest
New Orleans, LA
June 17
Palisade Bluegrass & Roots
Palisade, CO
For more information, please contact Joe Cohen, Krista Williams or Carla Sacks
at Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, joe.cohen@sacksco.com, krista@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.
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