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May 8, 2012

SARA WATKINS’ SECOND SOLO ALBUM, SUN MIDNIGHT SUN,
PRODUCED BY BLAKE MILLS, OUT NOW ON NONESUCH RECORDS
TOUR DATES CONFIRMED WITH DAWES, JACKSON BROWNE
“Sara Watkins paints on a canvas called roots music, only to delve into any number of adjacent genres…As accessible and comfortably sweet-voiced as Watkins’ music is, she’s smart enough to spike it with surprise…She’s a subtle star, but a star nonetheless.”—NPR Music
“Watkins got her start with ‘grassers Nickel Creek and also plays fiddle with The Decemberists. She outshines both acts on her flawless second album, a gorgeous pop masterpiece with a string-player's sensibility.”—USA Today
Sun Midnight Sun, the second solo album from acclaimed singer, songwriter, and fiddle player Sara Watkins, is out now on Nonesuch Records. Produced by guitarist, singer, and songwriter Blake Mills, co-founder of the band Simon Dawes, the album features special guest appearances by Fiona Apple, Jackson Browne, Taylor Goldsmith (Dawes), Benmont Tench, and Sean Watkins. In celebration of the release, Watkins will tour nationwide this spring and summer, including special dates opening for Jackson Browne’s 2012 Acoustic Tour. Additionally, she is confirmed to perform on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno on May 10 and on The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson on May 21. See reverse for complete details.
Sun Midnight Sun follows Sara Watkins’ critically acclaimed 2009 self-titled solo debut produced by John Paul Jones. In the three years since that release, Watkins has been busy touring the world as guest fiddle player and vocalist with the Decemberists and joining Garrison Keillor on his nationwide Summer Love performance tours, as well as acting as his first and only guest host for A Prairie Home Companion broadcasts. She returns to A Prairie Home Companion when the show broadcasts from Wolf Trap on Memorial Day weekend.
Sun Midnight Sun was recorded, mixed, and mastered by Shawn Everett at Zeitgeist Studio, Los Angeles, and includes songs written by Watkins (“You and Me,” “Take Up Your Spade”) as well as several collaborations with Mills (“The Foothills,” “Be There,” “The Accord,” “Impossible,” and “Lock and Key”). It also features songs by Dan Wilson (“When It Pleases You”) and Willie Nelson (“I’m a Memory”), and a rendition of The Everly Brothers classic “You’re the One I Love,” on which Fiona Apple duets with Watkins. Additionally, a limited-edition 7” of “You’re the One I Love” was made available earlier this year as part of the fifth-annual Record Store Day. 
Watkins first gained recognition as a founding member of the Grammy Award–winning, platinum-selling trio Nickel Creek. When not on the road or in the studio, Watkins has guest-starred as fiddler and/or harmony vocalist on albums by Béla Fleck, the Chieftains, Ray LaMontagne, Ben Lee, Dan Wilson, Richard Thompson, and Alex Woodward, among others. Additionally, Watkins and her brother Sean continue an informal residency called the Watkins Family Hour at the L.A. club Largo, which often includes surprise cameos from friends and colleagues; free podcasts from the series are also available. 

(continued)
For more information please contact 
Mary Moyer, Asha Goodman or Carla Sacks at Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, 
mary@sacksco.com or asha.goodman@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.

SARA WATKINS CONFIRMED APPEARANCES
May 10 
Burbank, CA
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno
May 21
Los Angeles, CA
The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson 

May 25 & 26
Vienna, VA
A Prairie Home Companion


SARA WATKINS CONFIRMED TOUR DATES
May 27
Cumberland, MD
Delfest

May 31
York, PA
Strand-Capitol PAC*

June 1
Washington, DC
9:30 Club*

June 2
Elmer, NJ
Appel Farms Arts and Music Festival*

June 3
Hunter Mountain, NY
Mountain Jam Festival*

June 5
Pittsburgh, PA
Three Rivers Arts Festival*

June 6
Cincinnati, OH
Taft Theatre*

June 7
Indianapolis, IN
The Vogue*

June 10
Athens, GA
The Melting Point*

June 11
Chattanooga, TN
Track 29*

June 13
Asheville, NC
The Orange Peel*

June 14
Carrboro, NC
Cat’s Cradle*

June 15
Richmond, VA
Friday Cheers*

June 16
New York, NY
City Winery

June 17
Croton on Hudson, NY
Clearwater Festival

July 14
Charlotte, NC
Belk Theater† 

July 15
North Charleston, SC
North Charleston PAC†

July 17
Greenville, SC
Peace Center Concert Hall†

July 18
Nashville, TN
Ryman Auditorium†

July 20
Richmond, VA
Carpenter Center†

July 22
Durham, NC
Durham Performing Arts Center†


July 23
Vienna, VA
Filene Center at Wolf Trap†

July 25
Philadelphia, PA
Academy of Music†

July 26
Floyd, VA
Floyd Fest†


July 29
Newport, RI
Newport Folk Festival

July 30
Gilford, NH
Meadowbrook U.S. Cellular Pavilion†

August 1
Holyoke, MA
Mountain Park†


August 3
New York, NY
Beacon Theatre†

August 5
West Long Branch, NJ
MAC Center–Monmouth University†

August 12
Louisville, KY
Whitney Hall†

August 14
Indianapolis, IN
Murat Theatre†


August 15
Cleveland Heights, OH 
Cain Park†


*opening for Dawes

†opening for Jackson Browne’s 2012 Acoustic Tour

 (additional dates to be announced)

For more information please contact 
Mary Moyer, Asha Goodman or Carla Sacks at Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, 
mary@sacksco.com or asha.goodman@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.
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