[image: image1.jpg]NONESUCH





First Nickel Creek Album in Nine Years, A Dotted Line, Debuts on Billboard 200 at #7, 
Highest Chart # in Band’s 25 Years
Nickel Creek begins first US tour since 2007 on April 16; new dates added
“The most striking feature about ‘A Dotted Line’ is the sheer strength of the singing, and the frequency with which it takes flight in three-part harmony...The signature Nickel Creek blend…comes across loud and clear. —New York Times
“More adventurous than Nickel Creek's earlier work, and more expressive of each player's strengths…It's tight, it's masterful; it's totally grown-up. But it's also a blast.” —NPR Music

The Grammy Award–winning, multi-platinum selling trio Nickel Creek—Chris Thile (mandolin/vocals), Sara Watkins (fiddle/vocals), and Sean Watkins (guitar/vocals)—officially reunited for the first time since its 2007 “indefinite hiatus” to record a new album, A Dotted Line, released by Nonesuch on April 1, 2014. The record debuted on the Billboard 200 at #7, Nickel Creek’s highest chart position to date, with 27,000 units sold. It has been a busy week for the band, with performances on the Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, A Prairie Home Companion with Garrison Keillor, and CBS’s This Morning Saturday, among others. Nickel Creek begins its first US tour in seven years on April 16 in Birmingham, AL, with 45 additional shows in New York, Boston, Washington, Chicago, Nashville, and Los Angeles, among others, as well as at the Telluride Bluegrass Festival and Newport Folk Festival (details below); bassist Mark Schatz joins the band on the road. For ticket information, go to nickelcreek.com. 
As Nickel Creek’s 25th anniversary approached, the band members decided they ought to mark it in some way, so they got together to write music in Chris Thile’s apartment last year. They ended up with six new co-written songs, which they eventually took to a Los Angeles studio, along with one tune by Thile, one by Sean Watkins, and two covers: Sam Phillips’ “Where Is Love Now” and Mother Mother’s “Hayloft.” There they worked with Eric Valentine (Queens of the Stone Age, Smash Mouth), who had also produced Nickel Creek’s last album, Why Should the Fire Die? (2007). A Dotted Line has received tremendous critical acclaim; the Los Angeles Times says “…these eight originals and two covers suggest that the unique chemistry between Thile and the Watkinses is still deepening. They’ve never blended their voices more thrillingly…” and the Boston Globe says, “…like old friends who fall right back into conversation, Nickel Creek picks up the thread in glorious fashion on ‘A Dotted Line.’ The time away has done the California-spawned group good, as the conversation is familiar—intricate instrumental phrasing, pristine harmonies—but also full of fresh energy.”
“We were excited every day to be there,” Sara Watkins says. “Having grown up singing together, there is something natural about our voices and it’s really fun to harmonize. Our voices have come to match each other’s really well. Sean and I are siblings, and Chris is about as close to a sibling as you could get.” Sean Watkins continues: “It feels more natural and easy than it ever did, by far. Getting to spend time alone with our own musical personalities has helped us mature.” “There’s a joyful aspect to Nickel Creek no matter what we’re doing. Things just steer themselves into that sort of place,” concurs Thile. “We will go poke around in the dark corners but always with a heavy dose of optimism.”

Formed in 1989 when Thile and Sara Watkins were eight years old and Sean Watkins (Sara’s older brother) was 12, Nickel Creek earned a loyal following playing the festival circuit for nearly a decade. The band’s self-titled debut album was released in 2000 to commercial and critical acclaim: it sold nearly one million copies, and Time called the trio “music innovators for the new millennium.” Nickel Creek released two more records: 2002’s This Side, which won a Best Contemporary Folk Album Grammy, and 2005’s Why Should the Fire Die?. Beginning as bluegrass child prodigies, Nickel Creek grew into an acoustic band known for its breadth of musical influences—from Bach to Radiohead—and its surprisingly large sound on stage. The New York Times described their music as “postmodern” and “polystylistic,” and USA Today said, “This acoustic trio moves farther and farther from anything Bill Monroe would have recognized as bluegrass...” The band members always explored their own solo work as well as collaborations, which they were able to pursue more fully during their hiatus, and will continue to do. 

For more information, please visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:

Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records, melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com or 212.707.2912
Nickel Creek tour dates

	Wednesday, April 16
	Birmingham, AL
	Alabama Theater

	Thursday, April 17
	Asheville, NC
	Thomas Wolfe Auditorium

	Friday, April 18
	Nashville, TN
	Ryman Auditorium

	Saturday, April 19
	Nashville, TN
	Ryman Auditorium

	Monday, April 21
	Chattanooga, TN
	Track 29

	Tuesday, April 22
	Savannah, GA
	Johnny Mercer Theater

	Thursday, April 24
	North Charleston, SC
	North Charleston Performing Arts Center

	Friday, April 25
	Atlanta, GA
	Tabernacle

	Saturday, April 26
	Charlottesville, VA
	nTelos Wireless Pavilion

	Sunday, April 27
	Knoxville, TN
	Tennessee Theatre

	Tuesday, April 29
	New York, NY
	Beacon Theatre

	Thursday, May 1
	Boston, MA
	House of Blues

	Friday, May 2

Saturday & Sunday, May 3 & 4
	Upper Darby, PA

Washington, DC
	Tower Theatre

9:30 Club

	Tuesday, May 6
	Cincinnati, OH
	Taft Theatre

	Wednesday, May 7
	Indianapolis, IN
	Murat Theatre

	Friday, May 9
	Chicago, IL
	Riviera Theater

	Saturday, May 10
	Milwaukee, WI
	Riverside Theater

	Sunday, May 11
	Minneapolis, MN
	State Theatre

	Tuesday, May 13

Wednesday, May 14
	Broomfield, CO

Salt Lake City, UT
	1STBANK Center

Kingsbury Hall, University of Utah

	Friday, May 16
	Portland, OR
	Crystal Ballroom

	Saturday, May 17
	Seattle, WA
	Moore Theatre

	Monday, May 19
	Oakland, CA
	Fox Theater

	Tuesday, May 20
	San Diego, CA
	Balboa Theatre

	Wednesday, May 21
	Los Angeles, CA
	The Wiltern

	Thursday–Sunday, June 19–22
	Telluride, CO
	Telluride Bluegrass Festival

	Saturday, July 12
	Ann Arbor, MI
	Michigan Theater

	Tuesday, July 15
	Roanoke, VA
	Roanoke Performing Arts Theatre

	Thursday, July 17
	Oak Hill, NY
	Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival

	Friday, July 18
	Cleveland Heights, OH
	Cain Park, Evans Amphitheater

	Saturday, July 19
	Columbus, OH
	LC Pavilion

	Sunday, July 20
	Louisville, KY
	Forecastle Festival

	Tuesday, July 22
	Pittsburgh, PA
	Stage AE

	Friday, July 25
	Shelburne, VT
	The Green at Shelburne Museum

	Saturday, July 26
	Newport, RI
	Newport Folk Festival

	Sunday, August 3
	Davis, CA
	Mondavi Center for Performing Arts

	Wednesday, August 6
	Boise, ID
	Idaho Botanical Garden

	Thursday, August 7
	Missoula, MT
	Wilma Theatre

	Friday, August 8
	Alta, WY
	Targhee Bluegrass Festival

	Thursday, August 14 *
	Cary, NC
	Koka Booth Amphitheatre

	Friday, August 15 *
	Portsmouth, VA
	nTelos Wireless Pavilion

	Monday, August 18
	St. Louis, MO
	The Pageant

	Tuesday, August 19
	Kansas City, MO
	Uptown Theatre

	Wednesday, August 20
	Tulsa, OK
	Cain’s Ballroom

	Saturday, August 23
	Austin, TX
	ACL Live at the Moody Theatre

	
	
	


All April and May except festivals with special guest The Secret Sisters
* Special guest Josh Ritter joins the band for these dates.
# # # #
more…
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