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Album produced by Dave Cobb

Band announces North American tour for February and March

Lake Street Dive’s Nonesuch Records debut album, Side Pony, will be released on February 19, 2016. The four band members—drummer Michael Calabrese, bassist Bridget Kearney, singer Rachael Price, and guitarist/trumpeter Michael “McDuck” Olson—worked with Nashville-based producer Dave Cobb (Sturgill Simpson, Chris Stapleton, Secret Sisters) on the record, which is available to pre-order now on iTunes and at nonesuch.com, where the album track “Call off Your Dogs ” may be downloaded immediately; nonesuch.com pre-orders also come with a limited-edition print signed by the band. Tour dates to support Side Pony begin February 22 in Phoenix and include stops in Los Angeles, Chicago, Washington, and New York (full details below); tickets go on sale Thursday, November 19, 2015. More information is available at lakestreetdive.com.

Side Pony takes its name from a song on the record that refers to a whimsical hairstyle, but it also serves as a metaphor for Lake Street Dive’s philosophy and personality as a band. As Kearney puts it, “When we were settling on the album title, that one just stuck out to us as embodying the band’s spirit. We’ve always been this somewhat uncategorizable, weird, outlying, genre-less band. That’s the statement we wanted to make with this record: be yourself.”

Olson echoes her sentiment: “It has also come to mean anything you’re doing for the sheer joy of it. We have always ‘rocked our side pony.’ Now we have a convenient phrase for it.”

Cobb’s working method was to keep the recording fast and loose, as live-in-the-studio as possible, and to embrace the unorthodox. This provided Lake Street Dive with a welcome challenge: an opportunity to experiment with sound and arrangements and to collaborate on songwriting in a way the band had never attempted before. 

Calabrese says of the recording process, “Dave’s process was mercurial, changing direction quickly, going from ‘we don’t have anything’ to ‘we’ve got it!’” He continues, “We weren’t always so sure. But then we’d listen to a comp and we’d agree that he’d heard something we hadn’t.”

Price adds, “It was great to see, through this particular recording process, how beautifully our individual strengths complement each other.”

The members of Lake Street Dive met in 2004 as students at Boston’s New England Conservatory of Music. Though they were all studying jazz, their work together was informed by their love of classic pop, particularly from the ’60s, including the Beatles, the Supremes, Dusty Springfield, and the Beach Boys. 

For several years, the group was a part-time proposition, but in 2012, Lake Street Dive became a full-time combo after a YouTube video of the quartet acoustically performing the Jackson Five’s “I Want You Back” on a suburban Boston street corner went viral. Producer T Bone Burnett soon invited them to perform at a concert he curated at New York City’s Town Hall. The band’s performance of “You Go Down Smooth” was a crowd and critical favorite, with Rolling Stone calling the band “unexpected showstoppers.”

Lake Street Dive’s 2014 album Bad Self Portraits was highly praised by the press. USA Today called the record “a sparkling collection of jazz/Motown/girl group/British Invasion–inspired original tunes.” Performances on the Colbert Report, Late Show with David Letterman, and Conan followed, and their live shows became a hot ticket, culminating in two sold-out shows at New York’s Terminal 5. 

Track list, Side Pony:

Godawful Things
Close to Me
Call off Your Dogs
Spectacular Failure
I Don’t Care About You
So Long
How Good It Feels
Side Pony
Hell Yeah
Mistakes
Can’t Stop
Saving All My Sinning

Lake Street Dive North American Tour

Monday, February 22: Phoenix, AZ, Crescent Ballroom*
Tuesday, February 23: Tucson, AZ, The Rialto Theatre*
Wednesday, February 24: San Diego, CA, Observatory North Park*
Friday, February 26: Los Angeles, CA, The Wiltern*
Saturday, February 27: San Francisco, CA, The Masonic*
Sunday, February 28: Reno, NV, Cargo Concert Hall*
Tuesday, March 1: Vancouver, BC, The Imperial*
Wednesday, March 2: Portland, OR, Crystal Ballroom*
Thursday, March 3: Seattle, WA, Neptune Theatre*
Thursday, March 10: Minneapolis, MN, First Avenue*
Friday & Saturday, March 11 & 12: Chicago, IL, The Vic **
Monday, March 14: Cleveland, OH, House of Blues*
Tuesday, March 15: Toronto, ON, The Danforth Music Hall*
Wednesday, March 16: Detroit, MI, Royal Oak Music Theatre*
Friday, March 18: Philadelphia, PA, The Fillmore Philly*
Saturday, March 19: Richmond, VA, The National*
Monday & Tuesday, March 21 & 22: Washington, DC, 9:30 Club **
Wednesday, March 23: Boston, MA, House of Blues*
Friday, March 25: New York, NY, Beacon Theatre*
Saturday, March 26: Portland, ME, State Theatre*

*With support from The Suffers
**With support from The Suffers on first night only

For more information, please visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:
Jim Merlis, 424 603 4655 or jim@bighassle.com
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