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Debut album from Rachael Price of Lake Street Dive and 
singer/guitarist/composer Vilray features ten original songs by Vilray

First album track, “Alone at Last,” debuts today

“It’s a special kind of magic when two voices meet and immediately sound like they’ve never been apart. The voices of acoustic duo Rachael & Vilray are magical enough on their own, but when they blend in song the results are utterly sublime.” —Chronogram

Nonesuch Records releases Rachael & Vilray—the debut album by Lake Street Dive singer-songwriter Rachael Price and composer, singer, and guitarist Vilray—on October 4, 2019. The twelve-song set features ten originals by Vilray, along with two covers from the era that inspired him: Cuban composer Pedro Junco Jr.’s 1943 “Nosotros” and Milton Drake/Louis Atler’s “I Love the Way You’re Breaking My Heart,” first popularized by Peggy Lee (track list below). Rachael & Vilray tour the US this fall, with stops in Chicago, Seattle, and Brooklyn (schedule below). Rachael & Vilray is available for pre-order at iTunes and the Nonesuch Store, where the album track “Alone at Last” may be downloaded immediately. Nonesuch Store orders also include an exclusive, limited-edition print of a painting made by Hannah Rawe for the occasion and autographed by Rachael and Vilray. The album will also stream at Spotify, Apple Music, Amazon, and other digital service providers. 

Price and Vilray, who began performing together in 2015, recorded the album with Lake Street Dive pianist Akie Bermiss, a rhythm section, and a small complement of horns, plus a guest performance from pianist Jon Batiste on “Go On Shining.” Dan Knobler, who had worked with Lake Street Dive on the Free Yourself Up album, produced.

The duo first met in 2003 as students at the New England Conservatory of Music. Vilray formed a couple of bands with Price’s soon-to-be bandmates in Lake Street Dive, Mike Calabrese and Mike “McDuck” Olson. Even then, Price recalls, he had a nimble mind and quick wit when it came to lyrics: “They would do random clicks on Wikipedia and when they found something interesting, they would write a song about it—say, the cold-blooded rat of Somalia. Vilray was able to take any subject and write excellent poetry about it, funny rhymes, and he would sing the songs. I thought he was so good—he could just apply himself to anything.”

But at school, says Price, “I didn’t know that Vilray and I shared a love of this particular time period of jazz. It was all I liked to listen to before I got there and everyone at school was listening to more avant garde, free stuff that I had yet to be exposed to. So I hid my love of traditional jazz music. I didn’t know then that he played it perfectly.”

It was more than a decade later that Price and Vilray began to collaborate. She had been on the road much of each year with Lake Street Dive and he had been developing his own solo act, just voice and guitar. Though Vilray had kept up with his composing after graduating from the conservatory, he had fallen out of performing and playing his guitar. But when he broke a finger at his day job he realized what had been lacking in his creative life: 

“That slapped me awake and made me realize I only had so long on planet Earth with ten fingers. A friend ran into me on the street when I was in the cast and said to me, ‘You seem really bummed.’ I talked to him a little bit about not playing guitar. He said, ‘I’m going to book you for a show a month or two after you are out of the cast so start thinking about the music now. Once you are out of the cast, you can reclaim that part of your life.’ So I played a couple of shows at this series he was running at Bar Below Rye in Williamsburg, and Rachael came to one of them.”

Price remembers that night vividly: “It was a very moving show. There was dead silence while Vilray was playing. It really tugged at my heart because I missed singing this style of music. I had never really even performed it, even though I was a jazz singer. My repertoire was from a bit later. But I was obsessed with the big band singers of the thirties and forties. I asked Vilray if he would let me do that gig with him, and then he gave me one of his songs to learn. No one knew it wasn’t a standard. That got the ball rolling for him on the writing. He started sending me songs constantly. We quickly went from peppering in his songs with obscure ones from the thirties and forties to all Vilray songs.”

For more information, please visit publicity.nonesuch.com, or contact: 
Melissa Cusick, melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com or 212.707.2912 

Rachael & Vilray US Tour Dates

Friday, November 1 
Chicago, IL 
Old Town School of Folk

Saturday, November 2
Madison, WI
Majestic Theater

Sunday, November 3
Minneapolis, MN
The Cedar

Thursday, November 7
Portland, ME
Port City Music Hall

Friday, November 8
Somerville, MA
Somerville Theatre

Saturday, November 9
Turners Falls MA
Shea Theater

Sunday, November 10
Fairfield, CT
StageOne

Thursday, December 5
Seattle, WA 
The Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall

Friday, December 6
Portland, OR
Mississippi Studios

Saturday, December 7
San Francisco, CA
SF Jazz Center

Sunday, December 8
Los Angeles, CA
The Sanctuary at Pico Union

Thursday, December 12
Washington, DC
Sixth and I

Friday, December 13
Philadelphia, PA
Kimmel Center

Saturday, December 14
Woodstock, NY
Levon Helm Studios

Sunday, December 15
Brooklyn, NY
The Bell House

Rachael & Vilray

1.  Without A Thought For My Heart
2.  Do Friends Fall In Love?
3.  Alone At Last
4.  Treat Me Better
5.  Nosotros
6.  At Your Mother’s House
7.  I Can’t Go To Sleep
8.  I Love The Way You’re Breaking My Heart
9.  The Laundromat Swing
10.  Go On Shining
11.  Let’s Make Love On This Plane
12.  There’s No True Love

Produced by Dan Knobler
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