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VAGABON RELEASES "WATER ME DOWN" VIDEO 
 

ANNOUNCES ALBUM LISTENING EVENT IN NYC ON OCT. 9TH 
 

VAGABON OUT OCTOBER 18TH VIA NONESUCH RECORDS 
. 

 
(download hi-res) 

 
Vagabon (aka Lætitia Tamko) has released a Maegan Houang-directed video for "Water Me Down," the 
latest from her self-titled sophomore album, due October 18 via Nonesuch Records. Vagabon is available 
for pre-order now, and Nonesuch Store pre-orders include an exclusive print autographed by Tamko. 
 
Of the video, Tamko says "with the 'Water Me Down' video, I knew I wanted to make a visual with striking 
vignettes, I wanted the colors to reflect those that illuminate my album cover, I worked with film again, as I 
have with all my videos so far, this time we went with 16mm. And I wanted to flex a muscle I haven't 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dsbrlitwdiju1ce/Vagabon%20-%20%22Water%20Me%20Down%22%20Screen%20Shot.tif?dl=0
https://youtu.be/mzFb1z_-Cvw
https://smarturl.it/Vagabon
https://smarturl.it/Vagabon/officialstore


shared yet, dancing. Derek Nemecheck, my choreographer, and I worked together on movement. We 
never strayed from the dancing that felt natural in my body and it was so rewarding. Director Maegan 
Houang executed these ideas beautifully." Houang says "we worked with Derek Nemechek to 
choreograph movement that went from feeling rigid and structured to something more free form. Lighting, 
camera movement, costume design, color and set changes then served to accentuate the transformation 
Laetitia undergoes, finally allowing herself to be free and alone from people that hold her back." 
 
Last month The New York Times said "blippy synthesizers and a subdued four-on-the-floor beat carry 
mixed messages about an unexpected entanglement," of "Water Me Down," while The FADER said 
"Vagabon sings of past mistakes with new perspective and growth." 
 
Vagabon has also announced an event at NYC's Sonos Store in Manhattan (101 Greene St.) that will 
take place on October 9th at 7:30 PM. The event will feature an advance listening of Vagabon's upcoming 
album and a discussion between Tamko and Pitchfork's executive editor, Matthew Schnipper. RSVP 
here. 
  
Vagabon is hitting the road this fall on a tour that includes headlining shows in New York, Los Angeles, 
London, Brussels, Berlin and Paris and a run supporting Angel Olsen. All dates below. 

 
WATCH THE "WATER ME DOWN" VIDEO 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/30/arts/music/playlist-pusha-t-asap-rocky-charli-xcx.html
https://www.thefader.com/2019/09/03/lana-del-rey-sasami-lil-tecca-anamanaguchi-best-songs
https://vagabonxsonos.splashthat.com/
https://youtu.be/mzFb1z_-Cvw


 
 

TOUR DATES: 
10/9 - New York City, NY @ Sonos NYC Store ^ 
10/15 - Brooklyn, NY @ National Sawdust 
10/17 - Los Angeles, CA @ Pico Union Project 
10/21 - London, UK @ St. Pancras Old Church  
10/22 - Brussels, BE @ Autumn Falls @ Botanique - Brussels (B) 
10/23 - Berlin, DE @ Kantine am Berghain  
10/24 - Paris, FR @ Hasard Ludique 
10/30 - Asbury Park, NJ @ Asbury Lanes * 
10/31 - Philadelphia, PA @ Franklin Music Hall * 
11/1 - Washington, DC @ Lincoln Theatre * 
11/4 - Atlanta, GA @ Variety Playhouse * 
11/5 - New Orleans, LA @ Civic Theatre * 
11/7 - Austin, TX @ Stubb's (Levitation) * 
11/8 - Dallas, TX @ Granada Theater * 
11/9 - Oklahoma City, OK @ The Criterion * 
11/10 - Lawrence, KS @ The Granada * 
11/12 - Minneapolis, MN @ First Avenue * 
11/13 - Madison, WI. @ The Sylvee * 



11/14 - Chicago, IL @ The Riviera Theatre * 
11/15 - Detroit, MI. @ Royal Oak Music Theatre * 
11/16 - Toronto, ON @ Queen Elizabeth Theatre * 
11/18 - Montreal, QC @ mTelus * 
11/19 - Boston, MA @ Royale * 
11/22 - Brooklyn, NY @ Brooklyn Steel * 
12/2 - Phoenix, AZ @ The Van Buren * 
12/3 - San Diego, CA @ The Observatory North Park * 
12/5 - Los Angeles, CA @ Palace Theater * 
12/7 - Oakland, CA @ Fox Theater * 
12/9 - Portland, OR @ Roseland * 
12/10 - Vancouver, BC @ The Orpheum Theatre * 
12/11 - Seattle, WA @ Moore Theatre * 
12/13 - Salt Lake City, UT @ The Depot * 
12/14 - Denver, CO @ The Gothic Theatre * 
12/15 - Denver, CO @ The Gothic Theatre * 
. 
^ Vagabon listening party & discussion with Pitchfork's Matthew Schnipper 
* w/ Angel Olsen 

 
LISTEN TO PREVIOUSLY RELEASED SINGLE "FLOOD" 

https://youtu.be/De_e_TgsXjE


 
ABOUT VAGABON by Gabriela Tully Claymore: 
"Break the rules you think you are bound by." 
 
That's the recurring sentiment Lætitia Tamko carried with her through the writing and recording of her 
second album under the Vagabon moniker. Her first, 2017's Infinite Worlds, was an indie breakthrough 
that put her on the map, prompting Tamko to tour around the world and quit her job in electrical/computer 
engineering to pursue a career in music full-time. Tamko's self-titled Nonesuch Records debut finds her in 
a state of creative expansion, leaning fully into some of the experimental instincts she flirted with on the 
previous album. This time around, she's throwing genre to the wind. Vagabon is a vibrant culmination of 
influences, emotional landscapes, and moods; a colorful and masterful statement by an artist and 
producer stepping into her own.  
 
"I was in a pretty tortured headspace when I returned home from touring Infinite Worlds. That album 
contained some of the first songs I'd ever written, and more people than I could have ever imagined heard 
it," Tamko says. "I was proud to become a full-time musician and recognized how rare of a thing that is, 



but was also debilitated by the very same fact. Fear overtook me and I couldn't write. I felt stagnant and 
unsure of what to do next." 
 
That anxiety eventually thawed and gave way to a newfound sense of freedom as Tamko began to focus 
less on industry pressures and more on honing her craft as a songwriter and producer. "With this album, I 
wanted to impress myself," Tamko says. "I wanted to be curious and I wanted to make big leaps as a 
producer. All I had access to on the road was my computer and Logic, so naturally I started writing songs 
electronically with what was at hand." 
 
Vagabon was written and produced entirely by Tamko. Guitar-driven melodies are largely absent, and in 
their place we are treated to a collection of songs buoyed by hybridized analog and digital arrangements. 
While Infinite Worlds situated the last Vagabon project in the realm of "indie rock," Vagabon is not easily 
defined. Grounded by Tamko's expressive voice and knack for unique melodies, the album flits between 
genres, never lingering too long on one particular sensibility. 
 
Lead single "Flood" exemplifies this growth; the production ebbs like a gentle tide before a cavernous 
drumbeat kicks in and the tone shifts completely. "I know, even if I run from it I'm still in it," Tamko sings 
over and over again, her capacious voice conveying a sense of resignation in the face of an external force 
beyond her control. The chorus is a hypnotic bit of pop alchemy that lingers long after the runtime.  
 
"The drums and vocal forward approach I took on the new albumis drawn from my love for rap and 
hip-hop production as well as R&B and folk storytelling. That's the music that got me excited about writing 
again," Tamko says. In addition to those influences, the West African guitars and rhythms that 
soundtracked much of her childhood seep into moments throughout this album, in no place more obvious 
than on "In A Bind." The song opens with a fingerpicked melody as Tamko sings to someone she's been 
orbiting for a while but can't quite reach. "I know that I was gone a lot last year/ But I hoped you'd still be 
here," she sings. After that, words no longer serve, and lyrics are replaced by robust, choral vocals 
singing the refrain: "Uh-huh, yes, uh-huh." 
"I drew some inspiration from the Malian musician Ali Farka Touré while writing that song. There is a part 
on his song 'Savane' where he and his band are feeling the music so much that he just says, 'Yes,' in the 
middle of the track," Tamko explains. "It's almost as if the music is coming from a higher power. That's a 
staple in so much of the African music I love, and when I started writing 'In a Bind' I was overcome in a 
similar way." 
 
Tamko didn't set out with one particular lyrical theme in mind when she started writing Vagabon, and as a 
result, this album offers up a spectrum of moods to marinate in. Songs like the album's opener "Full Moon 
In Gemini," the thumping bedroom dance track "Water Me Down," and the collage piece "Please Don't 
Leave The Table" illustrate blinding moments of personal insight that speak to universal themes. Other 



lyrics came to Tamko with clear intention. "Every Woman" is a thesis statement, though it arrives near the 
very end of the album.  
 
"That song poured out of me and showed itself as an anthem for myself and for all of the people who are 
marginalized by our society. 'Women' in this case isn't gendered, it's a placeholder for those who are not 
always welcome and not always protected. This song exists for all of us to see each other and find each 
other," Tamko says. "The song is also a thank-you letter to the women who raised me, the women who 
look like me, the women who work in all of the genres of music that guided this album, 'the women who 
run with the wolves.'" 
 
On "Wits About You," Tamko opens up more space for those who have found themselves positioned as 
The Other when she sings: "I was invited to the party/ They won't let my people in/ Well then never mind, 
never mind, never mind." Later, the stunning slow burn "Home Soon" finds Tamko meditating on what it 
feels like to truly belong to a place, a community. She's joined by a consortium of friends, who sing along 
with her over a trembling string arrangement. "At dawn, I'll be home soon," they affirm in unison.  
 
"Home has always been a major theme in my music, and when I say I make music for outcasts, I am also 
talking about those who feel far from home or uncomfortable where they're at," Tamko says. "To me, 
home isn't a physical space so much as it is a mental state. I'm writing about wanting to feel safe and at 
home in my body and in my mind and in the community I move in. I want Vagabon to be a project that 
people searching for the same thing can connect with." 

 

 
(download hi-res) 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rurzqy8n93uom27/Vagabon%20-%20Vagabon%20%7C%20Album%20Art.jpg?dl=0
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1. Full Moon In Gemini 

2. Flood 
3. Secret Medicine 
4. Water Me Down 

5. In A Bind 
6. Wits About You 

7. Please Don't Leave The Table 
8. Home Soon 

9. Every Woman 
10. Full Moon In Gemini (Monako Reprise) 

 
vagabonvagabon.com | facebook.com/vagabonjour 

Twitter @vagabonvagabon | Instagram @vagabonvagabon 
 

https://smarturl.it/Vagabon
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