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Nonesuch Releases Label Debut from Joachim Cooder, Over That Road I’m Bound, on October 2

Album features Cooder’s interpretations of songs by country music pioneer Uncle Dave Macon
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On his Nonesuch Records debut, Over That Road I’m Bound, due October 2, 2020, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Joachim Cooder uses the plain-spoken songs of country-music progenitor and banjo player Uncle Dave Macon as a jumping off point, playing with the lyrics and reworking melodies for his chosen instrument: an electric mbira (a variation on an African thumb piano). Cooder culled songs from Macon’s vast catalog and recorded them with his band and special guests: Ry Cooder (banjo, guitar, bass, backing vocals), Rayna Gellert (fiddle), Juliette Commagere (backing vocals), Sam Gendel (bass), Glenn Patscha (piano and pump organ), Amir Yaghmai (yali tambur), Dan Gellert (banjo and fiddle), and Vieux Farka Touré (guitar).  The album track “Come Along Buddy” is available today; a video may be seen here. The complete track list is below.
 
Macon was arguably as seminal a figure in the evolution of American music as Jimmie Rodgers, his place in the pantheon affirmed by Ken Burns’ recent country documentary series. In the early twentieth century, the Tennessee native was a major star, one of the earliest regulars on the Grand Ole Opry. Born in 1870, Macon built a repertoire of music from the latter part of the nineteenth century and revived it for the early twentieth century ears: minstrel show and vaudeville tunes, folk songs, and spirituals, gleaned from fellow travelers both Black and white.

Cooder explains his introduction to this music: “My dad would play the banjo a lot and he would sing a couple of these tunes. I gathered from him he had heard Pete Seeger play Uncle Dave’s songs and that Seeger was a big proponent of his music. There was one song in particular, ‘Morning Blues,’ that I remember being drawn to as a little boy.”

Years later, as an adult, he reconnected with Macon’s music: “I would bring my daughter to my parents’ house and my dad would play the banjo, and that’s when I heard ‘Morning Blues’ again. By this point, I had been playing the electric mbira for a long time: I’d made a record with it and it’s what I play on tour. There was something very modal about either banjo music in general or how my dad was playing that one song, so I picked up the mbira and just started playing with him.” He continues, “There was a vague otherworldly quality to it. I thought, ‘I want to play these songs this way.’ I’m not a banjo player so I couldn’t come at it in a purist standpoint. I started listening every morning; I would put on a box set of Uncle Dave’s music and my daughter and I would listen to it. She in a way was the director of the project, insisting upon certain songs that we would listen to over and over again. Then I started changing the lyrics around with her in mind.”

“When I started the project I didn’t know much of the derivation of Uncle Dave’s songs. But I eventually realized he was a collector or even curator of the songs he heard around him, like Alan Lomax, repurposing and reinterpreting them for a new audience. And that was what I was doing with his songs without realizing it—reimagining and rewriting them. We were doing a similar thing in a way,” he concludes.

Joachim Cooder has been a sought-after percussionist for two decades now, on now-legendary recordings with his father, Ry Cooder, like the landmark Buena Vista Social Club sessions and on his own with artists like Ali Farka Touré, who inspired Cooder to take up the mbira. He has produced albums for other artists, composed for film, and collaborated with choreographer Daniel Ezralow.

Over That Road I’m Bound

1. Over That Road I’m Bound To Go
2. When Ruben Comes To Town
3. Come Along Buddy
4. Oh Lovin’ Babe
5. Tell Her To Come Back Home
6. Backwater Blues
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Rabbit In The Pea Patch
8. Morning Blues
9. All In Down And Out
10. Heartaching Blues
11. Molly Married A Traveling Man
12. When The Train Comes Along


Joachim Cooder | Vocals, Array Mbira, Percussion
Ry Cooder | Banjo, Guitar, Bass, Backing Vocals
Rayna Gellert | Fiddle
Juliette Commagere | Backing Vocals
Sam Gendel | Bass “Come Along Buddy” & “Morning Blues”
Glenn Patscha | Piano “When The Train Comes Along” | Pump Organ on “Molly Married A Traveling Man” & “All In Down And Out”
Amir Yaghmai | Yaylı Tambu on “Backwater Blues”
Dan Gellert | Banjo & Fiddle “Over That Road I’m Bound To Go”
Vieux Farka Toure’ | Guitar “Oh Lovin’ Babe”

Produced & Arranged by Joachim Cooder
Engineered, Mixed & Mastered by Martin Pradler
Vinyl Mastered by Chris Bellman @ Bernie Grundman Mastering
Recording Dates | January - March 2019
Recorded at Zegema Beach, Santa Monica, CA & Wireland, Chatsworth, CA


For more information, please visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:
Melissa Cusick, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com
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