Caroline Shaw and Sō Percussion’s Collaboration, Let the Soil Play Its Simple Part, Out Today

 Live performance video of band’s interpretation of ABBA’s “Lay All Your Love on Me” also available today
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Nonesuch Records releases Caroline Shaw and Sō Percussion’s collaborative album—Shaw’s solo vocal debut—Let the Soil Play Its Simple Part, today: June 25, 2021. Shaw and Sō—Eric Cha-Beach, Josh Quillen, Adam Sliwinski, and Jason Treuting—developed songs in the studio, inspired by their own wide-ranging interests: James Joyce, the Sacred Harp hymn book, a poem by Anne Carson, the Bible’s Book of Ruth, and the American roots tune “I’ll Fly Away,” among others. A live video of an album track—their interpretation of ABBA’s classic pop song “Lay All Your Love on Me”—also debuts today. Guest vocalists Beth Meyers and Yeji Cha-Beach joined them for this performance from the Bok Auditorium in Philadelphia. Let the Soil Play Its Simple Part is co-produced by Shaw, Sō Percussion, and the Grammy Award–winning engineer Jonathan Low (The National, Taylor Swift). 

Shaw says of the track, “For a while ABBA Gold was a constant, a real go-to for me. There are so many delicious songs on it, but I love ‘Lay All Your Love on Me’ because it’s really a Bach chorale. It has that same kind of chord progression that pivots minor to major. This idea of someone singing that over and over very slowly has a certain tragedy to it. And I just wanted to try it. We figured out the music, and then I said, ‘Let’s do it at this tempo, no faster.’ ‘What about the verses?’ Adam asked. I said, ‘Nope, just the chorus.’ And then Adam did some beautiful, absolutely exquisite layering and we built this stunning world from the marimba.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Caroline Shaw is a New York–based musician—vocalist, violinist, composer, and producer—who performs in solo and collaborative projects. She was the youngest recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 2013 for Partita for 8 Voices, written for the Grammy–winning Roomful of Teeth, of which she is a member. Shaw’s film scores include Erica Fae’s To Keep the Light and Josephine Decker’s Madeline’s Madeline as well as the upcoming short 8th Year of the Emergency by Maureen Towey. Hailed for “astonishing both the pop and classical music worlds” (Guardian), she has produced for Kanye West (The Life of Pablo; Ye) and Nas (NASIR), and has contributed to records by The National and by Arcade Fire’s Richard Reed Parry. Shaw currently teaches at NYU and is a Creative Associate at The Juilliard School. Her 2019 Nonesuch/New Amsterdam album Orange won a Grammy Award. Her site-specific musical installation, Brush: Music in the Woodlands, premieres at Oregon’s Britt Festival on July 30.

Through its interpretations of modern classics, innovative multi-genre original productions, and “exhilarating blend of precision and anarchy, rigor and bedlam” (New Yorker), Sō Percussion has redefined the scope and role of the modern percussion ensemble. Sō’s repertoire ranges from twentieth century works by John Cage, Steve Reich, and Iannis Xenakis, to commissioning and advocating works by contemporary composers such as David Lang, Julia Wolfe, and Steven Mackey, to collaborations with artists who work outside the classical concert hall, including Shara Nova, choreographer Susan Marshall, The National, Bryce Dessner, and many others. Sō has recorded more than twenty albums, including a performance of Reich’s Mallet Quartet on the Nonesuch record WTC 9/11; appeared at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Walt Disney Hall, the Barbican, the Eaux Claires Festival, MassMoCA, and TED 2016; and performed with Jad Abumrad, JACK Quartet, the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, and the LA Phil and Gustavo Dudamel, among others.

Let the Soil Play Its Simple Part
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1. To the Sky
2. Other Song
3. Let the Soil Play Its Simple Part
4. The Flood Is Following Me
5. Lay All Your Love on Me
6. Cast the Bells in Sand
7. Long Ago We Counted
8. A Gradual Dazzle
9. A Veil Awave Upon the Waves
10. Some Bright Morning

Caroline Shaw and Sō Percussion

Produced by Caroline Shaw, Eric Cha-Beach, Jonathan Low, and Sō Percussion

For more information, visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:
Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com.
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