New Amsterdam and Nonesuch Release The Blue Hour on October 14

Song cycle, with text from Carolyn Forché’s poem On Earth, is unique collaboration among five female composers—Rachel Grimes, Angélica Negrón, Shara Nova, Caroline Shaw, and Sarah Kirkland Snider

Commissioned by and performed with A Far Cry chamber orchestra
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“A gorgeous and remarkably unified work” —Washington Post

[bookmark: _Hlk109912358]New Amsterdam and Nonesuch Records release The Blue Hour, a song cycle written collaboratively by the female composers Rachel Grimes, Angélica Negrón, Shara Nova, Caroline Shaw, and Sarah Kirkland Snider; this unique joint vision among a female collective is available October 14, 2022. The cycle was commissioned by, and is performed with, the Boston–based chamber orchestra A Far Cry. (Nova also is featured as vocal soloist.) Set to excerpts from Carolyn Forché’s epic poem On Earth, the music follows one woman’s journey through the space between life and death via thousands of hallucinatory and non-linear images. Exploring memories of childhood, of war, of love, and of loss, The Blue Hour amplifies the beauty, pain, and fragility of human life from a collective female perspective. 

Negrón’s song “No. 3, A black map” is available today, August 8. Songs by each of the other composers will be released daily for the rest of this week: Snider’s “No. 9, Early summer’s green plums,” Shaw’s “No. 11, Firmament,” Grimes’ “No. 26, Poppy seed,” and Nova’s “No. 36, We are as paper.” They may be found here, along with album preorders. 

Snider says, “As composers, the five of us share an interest in storytelling, communication, mood, and atmosphere. A Far Cry had matchmade us for these reasons, but even they didn’t know the degree to which the five of us had inspired each other over the years. For example, Rachel Grimes was a lodestar for me—I had transcribed some of the music from her band Rachel’s twenty years ago just so I could play through it at the piano—and this music had a profound influence on my first song cycle, which I’d written for Shara Nova, who had also long been a muse for me. I had similarly revelatory experiences encountering the music of Caroline and Angélica; I was deeply inspired by them both.”

She continues, “When we first gathered to talk about this project, it was a circle of stories just like this, a sharing of deep gratitude for what we had meant to each other on our respective musical journeys. The process of creating the song cycle together reflected this. One of us would share an idea on Dropbox, and the next composer would find a kernel of inspiration within it for another piece, and so on. What I love about this song cycle is that you can hear, musically, what we have meant to each other over the years. It is an embodiment and celebration of a kind of musical sisterhood.”

A Far Cry violinist Alex Fortes adds, “Forché’s poem catalogs the scattered thoughts, visions, and imagery of a life passing ever closer to death, organized through the objective but arbitrary tool of alphabetization. The music similarly draws from an eclectic set of influences, at times setting the text quite literally ... and at times using extended string techniques to create kaleidoscopic sound-paintings of Forché’s moments of fantastical, jarring imagery. The various movements, each entirely written by one of the composers, accesses the personal vernaculars and interests of each composer.”

The Blue Hour

1 Prologue (Nova)
2 Opening (Grimes)
3 A black map (Negrón)
4 A memory (Grimes)
5 A syllable (Shaw)
6 Angelica-balefire (Snider)
7 Canticle (Negrón)
8 Dark (Negrón)
9 Early summer’s green plums (Snider)
10 Even if by forgetting (reading)
11 Firmament (Shaw)
12 1st Refrain (Shaw)
13 Ghost swift (Nova)
14 He told her how (Snider)
15 Her hair (Negrón)
16 I am alone (Snider)
17 In the toy store (Grimes)
18 It appears to be an elegy (Nova)
19 J’ai rêvé (Shaw)
20 Keeping a record (reading)
21 Library lilac (Nova)
22 My dear (Snider)
23 Nevertheless (Nova)
24 Oil soap (Grimes)
25 Older than clocks (Shaw)
26 Poppy seed (Grimes)
27 2nd Refrain (Shaw)
28 She heard no one’s footsteps (Snider)
29 Tendril (Grimes)
30 The ganglia (Shaw)
31 The hole (Negrón)
32 The name (Grimes)
33 The silence (Negrón)
34 Twirling (Shaw)
35 Vesture, vigil (Shaw)
36 We are as paper (Nova)
37 Yet the women (Snider)
38 You are the ghost (Nova)
39 Zero (Grimes)
40 3rd Refrain (Shaw)


For more information, visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:
Melissa Cusick, Nonesuch Records, 212.707.2912 or melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com.
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