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MAKAYA MCCRAVEN RELEASES NEW ALBUM IN THESE TIMES 

LISTEN HERE

WATCH THE MUSIC VISUAL FOR “SO UBUJI” HERE
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“In These Times is a reminder of McCraven’s prowess as a producer and composer” - WBGO

“This is a beautiful, beautiful record.” - Stereogum
 
“In These Times is a sumptuous record that really cements Makaya McCraven’s place at the vanguard of worldwide jazz” - Loud & Quiet 

“There’s not a unified sound that runs through Makaya McCraven’s music so much as an overall ambitious vision” - Treblezine

Today Chicago-based percussionist, composer and producer Makaya McCraven has released his new album In These Times via International Anthem / Nonesuch / XL Recordings. Also released today is a music visualizer for “So Ubuji,” the third in a series (“Seventh String,” “Dream Another”) directed by Nik Arthur, featuring hand-drawn, digital and photographic animations composed and laser-etched into stone in the style of a “zoopraxiscope.” Watch the video for “So Ubuji” here and listen to In These Times here. 

In These Times is a collection of polytemporal compositions inspired as much by broader cultural struggles as McCraven’s personal experience as a product of a multinational, working class musician community. It’s the recording that he’s been trying to create for seven plus years, as it’s been consistently in process in the background while he’s put forth a prolific run of releases including: In The Moment (2015), Highly Rare (2017), Where We Come From (2018), Universal Beings (2018), We’re New Again (2020), Universal Beings E&F Sides (2020), and Deciphering the Message (2021). With contributions from over a dozen musicians and creative partners from his tight-knit circle of collaborators – including Jeff Parker, Junius Paul, Brandee Younger, Joel Ross, and Marquis Hill – the music was recorded in five different studios and four live performance spaces while McCraven engaged in extensive post-production work at home. Featuring orchestral, large ensemble arrangements interwoven with the signature “organic beat music” sound that’s become his signature, the album is an evolution and a milestone for McCraven, the producer. But moreover, it’s the strongest and clearest statement we’ve yet to hear from McCraven, the composer.

McCraven has had a prolific summer. He teased the first offerings of his ambitious new album, releasing music visuals for album singles “Seventh String,” “Dream Another” and “The Fours.” He toured the global jazz-festival circuit, with Paste Magazine noting that his “boundary-pushing free improvisations” have categorized him as one of the “new generation of jazz masters.” He headlined performances at NYC’s Central Park Summerstage, the opening of Chicago’s Salt Shed and Public Records in Brooklyn and played to some of the largest crowds at Newport Jazz Festival and Montreal Jazzfest, with WBGO noting of his recent appearance at Montreal: “(McCraven) showcased the many sides of his music, from hip-hop to the avant-garde. Whatever you call it, it’s music you can dance to, and definitely connects with the audience.”

Profiled in the New York Times, Vice, Pitchfork, Rolling Stone, the Guardian, and NPR, among other publications, McCraven, who has been aptly called a “cultural synthesizer” and “beat scientist,” has a unique gift for collapsing space, destroying borders and blending past, present, and future into poly-textural arrangements of post-genre, jazz-rooted 21st century folk music. In These Times encompasses his artistic ethos, his experiences, identity and lineage, while pushing his music to new heights. While In These Times is McCraven’s eighth album, in some sense, he’s only just arrived. 
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Makaya McCraven 
In These Times
International Anthem / Nonesuch / XL Recordings 
Friday, September 23, 2022
Listen | Bandcamp

Tracklist:
1. In These Times
2. The Fours
3. High Fives
4. Dream Another
5. Lullaby
6. This Place That Place
7. The Calling
8. Seventh String 
9. So Ubuji
10. The Knew Untitled
11. The Title

*Contributing musicians: Jeff Parker, Junius Paul, Brandee Younger, Lia Kohl, Macie Stewart, Zara Zaharieva, Marta Sofia Honer, Greg Ward, Irvin Pierce, Marquis Hill, Matt Gold, Greg Spero, Joel Ross, De’Sean Jones, and Rob Clearfield.

Makaya McCraven Upcoming Live Dates:
October 15 - Chan Center for the Arts - Vancouver, BC
October 17 - Bluebird Theater - Denver, CO
October 19 - Fox Theater - Boulder, CO
October 21 - Revolution Hall - Portland, OR
October 23 - The Independent - San Francisco, CA
October 25 - Earshot Jazz Festival - Seattle, WA
October 27 - Kuumbwa Jazz Center - Santa Cruz, CA
October 29 - Musical Instrument Museum - Phoenix, AZ
October 30 - Jazz Is Dead @ The Lodge Room - Los Angeles, CA

November 4 - JazzOnze+ Festival - Lausanne, CH
November 5 - C2C Festival - Torino, IT
November 7 - CBE - Cologne, DE
November 8 - Domicil - Dortmund, DE
November 9 - J.A.W. - Berlin, DE
November 10 - Enjoy Jazz - Mannheim, DE
November 12 - Moods - Zurich, CH
November 13 - LaFabrika - Prague, CZ
November 14 - Müpa - Budapest, HU
November 16 - Trabendo - Paris, FR
November 17 - PAARD - The Hague, NL
November 18 - Islington Assembly Hall - London, UK
November 19 - SuperSonic Jazz at Paradiso - Amsterdam, NL


Download Assets:
Press Images | Album + Single Artwork | Bio

Makaya McCraven:
Website / Instagram / Twitter / Bandcamp
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