Natalie Merchant Shares Music Video for “Sister Tilly” From New Album Keep Your Courage 

Merchant begins European and UK tour later this month, including first shows in Italy since 2002 
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“Her passion is for forgotten people, problems, and sounds.” —New Yorker

“Since Tigerlily, her five-times platinum solo debut, she’s led one of the most 
individualistic careers of any artist of her standing. Keep Your Courage is her first of all-
new material in nine years. It’s also her most beautiful in decades.” —Mojo ★ ★ ★ ★

Natalie Merchant releases a video for "Sister Tilly," from her new album, Keep Your Courage, today: October 25, 2023. The track is dedicated to Joan Didion and pays homage to the generation of women who influenced Merchant in the 1960s and ’70s when she was growing up. The video—directed by Matthew Shattuck and featuring archival footage from the era—may be seen here. Merchant embarks on a European and UK headlining tour later this month, beginning in Berlin on October 31 and including her first shows in Italy since 2002. She also recently announced the rescheduled California leg of her tour for May and June 2024, including two additional nights in San Diego and Saratoga. A complete list of dates may be found below. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Of “Sister Tilly,” Merchant says: “This song holds a very dear place in my heart and on Keep Your Courage. I created Tilly to celebrate the lives of several beloved female friends who are aging rapidly or have recently passed away. These are mother, auntie, and sister figures to whom I owe so much for all the nurturing love and care they gave me throughout my life. These women made up the generation who came of age during the mid 1960’s-mid 1970’s and the video features archival footage of them, vibrant and powerful. When I have performed this song live over the past six months, I can feel its resonance with the audience. We all seem to have known someone in our lives with Tilly qualities. I can tell that I’m not the only one who feels an urgency to give these women their due respect.”

Earlier this year, Merchant joined host Hrishikesh Hirway on the Song Exploder podcast to talk about “Sister Tilly,” breaking down the Gabriel Kahane-arranged song. The episode may be heard here. 

On January 28, 2024, Merchant will host a new workshop, entitled Sotto il lume delle stelle (Under the light of the stars), at Fondazione Prada’s Accademia dei bambini in Milan. The workshop for children will be led by Merchant and will feature a concert performance of new songs adapted by her from poems by Italian writer and educator Lina Schwarz (1876-1947). Full details will be announced shortly at fondazioneprada.org.
 
Keep Your Courage, released earlier this year on Nonesuch Records, is Natalie Merchant’s ninth solo studio album and the first of new material since her 2014 self-titled record. An eclectic album, produced by Merchant, it features lush orchestrations throughout, two duets sung with vocalist Abena Koomson-Davis of Resistance Revival Chorus, contributions from the Celtic folk group Lúnasa and Syrian virtuoso clarinetist Kinan Azmeh, and horn arrangements by jazz trombonist Steve Davis. There are nine original songs by Merchant and an interpretation of a song by Ian Lynch of the Irish band Lankum. The vinyl LP edition includes four bonus tracks from earlier albums, previously unreleased on vinyl.

Over her forty-year career, Natalie Merchant has attained a place among America’s most respected recording artists. She has earned a reputation for being a songwriter of quality and a captivating stage performer and has distinguished herself as a social justice and environmental activist. Merchant began her musical career as the lead vocalist and lyricist of the pop music band 10,000 Maniacs and released six albums—including one platinum, two double-platinum, and one triple-platinum records—with the group: The Wishing Chair (1985), In My Tribe (1987), Blind Man's Zoo (1989), Hope Chest (1990), Our Time in Eden (1992), and 10,000 Maniacs MTV Unplugged (1993). Merchant left the band in 1994 and has subsequently released nine albums as a solo artist with combined sales of seven million copies: Tigerlily (1995), Ophelia (1998), Natalie Merchant Live (1999), Motherland (2001), The House Carpenter’s Daughter (2003), Leave Your Sleep (2010), Natalie Merchant (2014), Paradise Is There (2015), and Butterfly (2017). 

Merchant has collaborated with a wide range of artists, including Billy Bragg, Gavin Bryars, David Byrne, The Chieftains, Anthony Roth Costanzo, Cowboy Junkies, Philip Glass, Kronos Quartet, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Mavis Staples, REM, and Wilco. She served on the New York State Council on the Arts from 2007–2011 at the appointment of Governor Elliot Spitzer and was recently appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Library of Congress’ American Folklife Center by New York State Senator and Majority Leader Chuck Schumer. Merchant’s awards include: The Library Lion Award from the New York Public Library (2011), The American Society of Authors Composers & Publishers (ASCAP) Champion Award (2019), and The John Lennon Real Love Award (2019). More information about Merchant’s career and philanthropic work may be found here. 

Natalie Merchant On Tour
October 31 – Berlin, Germany – Theater des Westens
November 2—London, UK—London Palladium
November 3—London, UK—London Palladium
November 5—Glasgow, UK—Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
November 6—Manchester, UK—O2 Apollo Manchester
November 8—Dublin, IE—3Olympia *
November 9—Dublin, IE—3Olympia*
November 11—Bath, UK—The Forum *
November 13—Amsterdam, NL—Carré Theatre *
November 14—Brussels, BE—Cirque Royal *
November 17 – Milano Italy – Teatro Dal Verme
November 18 – Chiari, Italy – Palasport di San Bernardino 

May 25 – San Diego, CA – Humphreys *
May 26 – San Diego, CA – Humphreys 
May 28 – Saratoga, CA – Mountain Winery
May 29 – Saratoga, CA – Mountain Winery 
May 30 – San Francisco – The Masonic 
June 1 – Los Angeles – Walt Disney Concert Hall 
*Sold Out
	
Keep Your Courage
1. Big Girls
2. Come on, Aphrodite
3. Sister Tilly
4. Narcissus
5. Hunting the Wren
6. Guardian Angel
7. Eye of the Storm
8. Tower of Babel
9. Song of Himself
10. The Feast of Saint Valentine
Bonus Content
11. Spring and Fall: To a Young Child (from 2010’s Leave Your Sleep)
12. Butterfly (from 2017’s Butterfly)
13. Giving up Everything (from 2014’s Natalie Merchant)
14. Frozen Charlotte (from 2017’s Butterfly; original version on 1998’s Ophelia)


For more information, please visit publicity.nonesuch.com or contact:
Melissa Cusick, melissa.cusick@nonesuch.com

For international enquiries, please contact
Matthew Rankin, matthew.rankin@nonesuch.com
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