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Golden Highway

City of Gold

On her new album, City of Gold, Molly Tuttle, 
joined by her band Golden Highway, shares a 
batch of spellbinding stories that span time and 

place: wildly colorful fables populated by gold miners 
and fortune tellers, true-to-life tales of love and loss and 
a fast-changing world, and a reimagining of Alice in 
Wonderland set in the backwoods of Kentucky, to name 
just a few. The follow-up to 2022’s Crooked Tree—a 
widely lauded LP that won the Grammy Award for Best 
Bluegrass Album, with Tuttle earning a Best New Artist 
nomination—the Northern California-raised musician’s 
fourth full-length album brings those narratives to a 
resplendent form of bluegrass rooted in her virtuosic 
guitar playing. Like Crooked Tree, whose accolades also 

include an International Folk Music Award for Album 
of the Year, City of Gold, is co-produced with bluegrass 
legend Jerry Douglas, showcasing the extraordinary 
musicianship that made Tuttle the first woman ever named 
Guitar Player of the Year by the International Bluegrass 
Music Association. But this time around, the Nashville-
based singer/songwriter/multi-instrumentalist chose 
to record with her live band for the first time—a move 
that lends a potent new energy to her exquisitely crafted 
sound. 

“When I was a kid we took a field trip to Coloma, 
California, to learn about the gold rush,” says Tuttle in 
revealing the inspiration behind City of Gold. “I’ll never 
forget the dusty hills and the grizzled old miner who 
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